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MEEORANDUM FOR: The Nonorable Walt ¥, EHostow
Special Rasistant to the President

BUBJECT 1 Questions on Vietnam

1. Our analysts have beem poindering for some time
the two "unanawerable” questionz you posad toc us or
Vietnam. The best answers they can come up with have
becl: spelled out in several recent memoraanda.

2. Ve beliove the Communists base thelr strategy
in the Socuth on a war of atirition and that they carry
out this strategy with little refercnce to the air war
in the Forth. Sisce the introduction of US forces on
& large scsle, Eamoi's optimum gorl has been to stale-
mats the grouad war snd they Bave mounted their best
effort to achieve thimr end, The bombing in the North
has not boen the limiting facter on their operations
in the Bouth. gistic probdlems caused by our inter-
diction efforts clearly have not placed a relevant ceil-
ing on Communist force structures or levels of combat.
(The most recent detailed examination of these factors 25X1

was presented in "Rolling Thunder: The 1967 Campalgn

Agatiast 1OC's,.” Intelligence !smrand\m| |

29 Septesber 1987.)
3. X2 the US stopped bombing the North without

setting 2 tisme limit, we believe Hanoi would probably
enter into prelimioary talks with us. The Cosmunists
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would sxpect 10 see continued attrition of the allied
position ia the South while such tslks easued, snd wouléd
take advantage of 2 halt in the bombardment to improve
their military capabilitice, By stremgthening and re-
organizing thelr logistic routes to the Scuth, they could
gtockpile supplic: and veinforce their uunits with less
risik and disreptios then they now suffer. (This is
treated in detail in "The (onsequences of a Halt in the
Bonbardasent of North Vietsam,"” Intelligence Memorandum
1391, 9 October 1987.)

Richard Helsms
Directer
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